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CITY OF BISMARCK 
Ordinance No. 6102 

 
 

 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND RE-ENACT SECTION 6-05-13 OF THE 
BISMARCK CODE OF ORDINANCES RELATING TO PANHANDLING.  

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 
BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA: 
 
Section 1. Amendment. Section 6-05-13 relating to 
Panhandling is hereby amended and re-enacted as follows: 
 

6-05-13.  Panhandling. 
 

1. Definitions. 
 
a. “Aggressive Panhandling” means engaging in 

any conduct with the intention of intimidating another 
person, or in reckless disregard of the fact that 
another person is intimidated by his/her conduct, into 
giving away money or goods, including but not limited 
to, intentionally approaching, speaking to or following 
a person in a manner that would cause a reasonable 
person to fear imminent physical injury or the imminent 
commission of a criminal act upon the person or upon the 
property in the person’s immediate possession; 
intentionally touching another person without consent; 
continuing to solicit after the person gives a negative 
response to the request; or intentionally blocking or 
interfering with the free passage of a person. 

 
b. “Panhandling” or “Soliciting” for purposes of 

this subsection are interchangeable and mean employment 
of the spoken, written or printed word or other acts as 
are conducted in the furtherance of the purpose of 
collecting money or any item of value for the use of 

 
 First Reading    ____________________________ 
 Second Reading    ____________________________ 
 Final Passage and Adoption ____________________________ 
 Publication Date   ____________________________ 
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one’s self or others; or attempting to sell or obtain 
compensation for item or service under circumstances 
that would leave a reasonable person to conclude that 
the payment is in substance a donation. 

 
c. “Downtown Districts” shall mean that area in 

the City of Bismarck described as follows: Starting at 
the intersection of 9th Street and the north line of 
the Burlington Northern RR right-of-way, then north to 
the middle of the intersection of 9th Street and 
Broadway Avenue, then west along Broadway Avenue to 
the alley between 6th Street and 7th Street, then north 
in the alley approximately 270 ft., then west to the 
middle of 6th Street, then north to the middle of East 
Avenue B, then west to the middle of 2nd Street, then 
south to the middle of East Avenue A, then west to the 
alley between 1st Street and 2nd Street, then south to 
the middle of Rosser Avenue, then west to the middle 
of Washington Street, then south to the north line of 
the Burlington Northern RR right-of-way, then east 
along the north line of the Burlington Northern RR 
right-of-way to the point of beginning. 

 
2. It shall be unlawful for any person to aggressively 

panhandle in any area within the city of Bismarck. 
 

3. It shall be unlawful for any person to panhandle 
within the city of Bismarck, while located: 

 
a. Within twenty feet of any intersection of 

city streets, state highways and state highway on-ramps 
or off-ramps;  

 
b. On any median in any city street; 
 
c. On the roadway of any city street intended 

for the use of vehicular traffic;  
 

d. Within twenty feet of any bus stop;  
 

e. Within twenty feet of any crosswalk;  
 

f. On any bridge or tunnel located along or 
across a public roadway. 
 

g. Within 100 feet of any school building or 
school playground when children are present. For 



Page 3 of 3 
 

purposes of this subsection a school shall not include a 
college, university or other institution of higher 
learning.   

 
h. Within 20 feet of an entrance to any public 

restroom. 
 

i. Within any city park.  
 

j. Within the Downtown Business District, unless 
the person represents a bona fide charitable 
organization, including any organization recognized by 
501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code [29 U.S.C. 
501(c)].  
 

k. On private property when asked by the owner 
or occupant to cease.   
 

l. Within 20 feet of an outdoor dining or 
shopping area. 
 

m. Within 20 feet of an ATM or the entrance to a 
building housing an ATM. 
 
This section does not apply to solicitations made on 

private property with the prior consent of the owner or other 
person in legal possession of the property. 

 
4. A person who willfully violates this Ssection 6-

05-13(2) of this ordinance is guilty of an infraction.  A 
person who willfully violates Section 6-05-13(3) of this 
ordinance is guilty of a noncriminal offense and shall pay 
a fee of $50.00. 

(Ord. 5922, 10-09-12) 
 
Section 2. Severability.  If any section, sentence, clause 
or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid 
or unconstitutional by a decision of any court of competent 
jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 
Section 3. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall take effect 
upon final passage. 
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CITY OF BISMARCK 
Ordinance No. 6103 

 
 

 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO CREATE AND ENACT SECTION 6-04-04.1 OF THE 
BISMARCK CODE OF ORDINANCES RELATING TO CRIMINAL TRESPASS IN 
SCHOOLS.  

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 
BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA: 
 
Section 1. Amendment. Section 6-04-04.1 relating to Criminal 
Trespass In Schools is hereby created and enacted as follows: 
 

6-04-04.1.  Criminal Trespass In Schools.  During such time 
as classes are in session: 
 

1. No person may enter or remain in a building of 
any public or private elementary or secondary school 
building in the City of Bismarck without first registering 
at the school’s main office. 

 
2. This section does not apply to:  

 
a. Employees, elected school board members or 

enrolled students of the Bismarck Public Schools for 
the school where they are enrolled.   

 
b. Employees and enrolled students of any 

private school in Bismarck, for the school that 
employs them or where they are enrolled. 

 
c. Invitees of the public or private schools 

for events held at the schools. 
 

d. Peace officers.   
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3. Notice of the requirement to register in the main 
office of the school must be conspiciously posted at each 
school entrance where the public has access.  The name of 
owner of the property must appear on each sign in legible 
characters.  No complaint for a violation of this section 
may be issued unless notice in compliance with this section 
is given.   

 
4. No complaint for a violation of this section may 

be issued unless the complainant is the principal or vice 
principal in charge of the school where the alleged 
violation occurred.   

 
Section 2. Severability.  If any section, sentence, clause 
or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid 
or unconstitutional by a decision of any court of competent 
jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 
Section 3. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall take effect 
upon final passage. 
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